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Background and Justification 
National surveillance of K–12 school-associated COVID-19 cases has been impeded by the lack of a 
nation-wide standardized surveillance system and by varying state and territorial policies for data 
collection and reporting. Currently, there are no national estimates of K–12 school-associated COVID-19 
events among students, teachers, and staff, preventing the characterization of the COVID-19 burden in 
the school setting. A report by the National Governors Association (NGA) found that beyond long-term 
care settings, there are 18 states reporting other setting-specific outbreak data, including school-
associated outbreaks, on their websites.1 This report found states were more likely to report setting-
specific outbreaks if they had a defined threshold for confirmed outbreaks in at least one setting or 
venue (beyond long-term care facilities) and reported the information regularly.1 Additionally, a web-
scraping activity conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) during December 
2020 reviewed every state-based, public-facing website for K–12 COVID-19-related information, finding 
that one-third of U.S. states provided publicly available K–12 data. School-associated COVID-19 
surveillance coverage by states and territories that do not publish these data on public-facing websites is 
currently unknown.  
 
To better understand the current state of COVID-19 school surveillance data across state, territorial, 
local and tribal jurisdictions and to work towards more comprehensive and comparable surveillance 
solutions, CDC conducted a National Data Call from February—March 2021. An objective of the data call 
was to compile the various school-associated COVID-19 cluster and outbreak definitions being utilized 
by jurisdictions. The definitions for school-associated COVID-19 cases and clusters varied widely across 
jurisdictions with the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases required to classify a school-associated 
cluster or outbreak ranging from two to 15. Additionally, qualitative data from the call indicated that 
jurisdictions would benefit from guidance on standardized definitions for school-associated COVID-19 
surveillance.  
 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to provide standardized definitions for K-12 school-associated COVID-
19 cases, transmission, clusters, and outbreaks for jurisdictional use.  
 
 
 
 


