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Where are we going?
By sharing data, child welfare and education agencies can work 
together to significantly improve educational outcomes for students 
in foster care.1 These students are often highly mobile and need the 
coordinated help of both agencies to make smooth transitions between 
schools, identify and address educational needs, address attendance 
and discipline issues, ensure student engagement and successful 
progression toward a high school credential, and more. States need to 
securely link key foster care and K–12 data to ensure that students in 
foster care are supported throughout their education with access to a 
full range of educational opportunities, including higher education.

Studies demonstrate that students in foster care experience more 
challenges throughout their education compared to their peers, such 
as the following:

 y frequent school changes

 y delayed enrollment when school changes occur

 y higher rates of school suspensions and expulsions

 y lower achievement in reading and math

 y higher levels of being held back and dropping out

 y far lower high school and college graduation rates

Having access to regularly updated student-level data allows child 
welfare and education staff to help students in foster care achieve 
school success by providing support such as the following:

 y recognizing when students are off track for graduation or 
successful progression to the next grade level

 y helping with timely enrollment and transfer of all full and partial 
credits when a school change is needed

 y identifying the need for targeted educational supports, including 
services for children with disabilities

 y working with school staff to address attendance and discipline issues

 y assisting with transition planning to post-high school 
opportunities such as higher education

Sharing aggregate-level data (e.g., school mobility rates for all children 
in foster care in a county) among child welfare and state and local 
education agencies can improve the work of these agencies in the 
following ways:

 y increasing accountability among state and local agencies

 y helping stakeholders advocate for better laws, better policies, or 
increased funding

 y identifying systemic problems and creating needed policies or 
targeted interventions

 y tracking progress and the efficacy of interventions over time

 y acting as a catalyst to encourage other kinds of data sharing (in 
compliance with privacy laws), including student-specific sharing 
and real-time data exchanges to better monitor and support 
improved education outcomes for children in foster care

Having high-quality data linkages between foster care and K–12 data 
systems allows states to answer questions such as the following:

 y Are students in foster care immediately enrolled in school?

 y How often do students in foster care change schools each year?

 y What percentage of students in foster care are receiving special 
education services or are enrolled in advanced coursework 
compared to students who are not in foster care?

 y What are the academic outcomes and on-time high school graduation 
rates of students in foster care compared to those of their peers?

 y What percentage of students in foster care receive suspensions or 
expulsions compared to students who are not in foster care?

 y Are students in foster care consistently receiving services they are 
entitled to, such as free and reduced-price lunch?

 y How should state policies be revised to help students in foster care 
successfully complete high school prepared for college and careers?

1 The term “child welfare” is used throughout this document to refer broadly to the system designed to provide care and protection to children who are removed 
from home due to child abuse or neglect. Under federal law, the “state or tribal child welfare agency” is that agency responsible for administering state plans under 
parts B and E of Title IV of the Social Security Act. Some states use a state-administered child welfare system, others are administered by counties, and some use a 
hybrid approach. The term “foster care” and “students in foster care” is used throughout this document to refer to all children under the legal care and protection of 
the child welfare agency. However, these students could be living in a variety of living placements not just foster family homes. Examples include placement with a 
relative or kin, living in a group or congregate care setting, or others.


